The following extracts from Vehbfs Diwan will give an
idea of his usual style. The first is a Takhmfs built on a
ghazel of Nedfm, in which the Seyyid has endeavoured to
catch something of the master's manner.

Takhmis on a Ghazel of Nedfm. [371]

The daughter of the grape 1 whose blushing cheek doth rosy ray
An English maiden is,2 a slave-girl, thrall to pleasuie's sway;
A lovesome chatterer is she whose airs delight convey.

'Deem not the daughter of the vine hides with the rake away;

'His Reverence the Sheykh and she as sire and daughter play.'

Whenas the daughter of the grape behind the glass is seen

She yokelh with the cupbearer as soul and body e'en;

What then if hence a hint of blending's viitues rare we gleana 3

'The daughter of the vine is e'en the youthful Magian sheen;

'She's sooth a light o' love, a frolic-hearted Scioan may.4

Whene'er he sees the prancing of thy gallant courser fleet,
Whene'er he looks upon thy motions ravishing and sweet,
He makes collyrium of the dust upon thy road, I weet;

cThy prostrate one, until he kiss the prints of thy dear feet,
'Will never quit thy path, O Sapling; well he knows his way.'

The elder's hand's a-tiemble through his drunkenness, I trow,
And fasting is the name whereby His Grace doth feasting know;

1  I. e. the red wine.

2  The term 'English,'  which is introduced by Vehbf for the sake of the
rime, is not very appropriate here; as, seeing that no wine was made in this
country,  the daughter  of the grape could not possibly be English. Perhaps
the rosy  cheeks typical of English girls may have been in the poet's mind,
but one would imagine his knowledge of such matters must have been extre-
mely limited.

3  It is usual in  the  East  to dilute the wine (which is very strong) with
water. Here Vehbi  means to say that  the wine and the cupbearer, being
each  chaiming,  consort  well  together,  which  gives a hint of the advantage
of blending things.

4  The  word  Saqiz means  'mastic,' and  Saqiz Adasi 01 Mastic Isle is the
name given  to  the Isle  of Scio  or Khios.  Scioan  wine,  Scioan girls, and
Scioan roses are all praised by the Romanticist poets.
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